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WORLD  RICE  CROP  FORECAST 


FAR  ABOVE  PREVIOUS  RECORD 


The  world's  largest  rice  crop  of  1967-68  (August-July)   1_/  is  expected 
to  surpass  the  previous  record  harvest  of  196^-65  by  J\.  percent, 
according  to  the  first  estimate  of  the  Foreign  Agricultiiral  Service. 
Growers  worldwide  increased  rice  acreage  and  expect  to  harvest  record 
yields  per  acre  due  to  generally  favorable  weather  and  further  use  of 
improved  cultivation  methods. 

World  production  of  rough  rice  in  1967-68  is  forecast  at  a  record  179 
million  metric  tons,  up  10  percent  from  the  reduced  crop  of  1966-67. 
The  previous  largest  harvest  in  1964--65  amounted  to  171.4-  million  tons 
(revised),  and  production  during  the  5  years  ended  196^-65  averaged 
160  million  tons  a  year. 

Prospective  world  acreage  in  rice,  forecast  at  235  million  acres,  is 
2.5  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  2  percent  more  than  the  previous 
largest  acreage  of  230  million  acres  in  1 964.-65.    With  prospective 
increases  in  all  continents,  the  largest  land  increases  were  planned 
in  Asia  and  South  America,  while  the  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe  have  the 
largest  percentage  gains  in  acreage. 

Record  yields  per  acre  are  being  reported  for  many  countries.     In  the 
Northern  Hemisphere,  where  crops  have  been  or  are  being  harvested,  crop 
yields  generally  show  a  continuing  upward  trend  as  advanced  production 
methods  are  applied.    Also,  for  crops  of  Asia,  now  well  along  and  harvested 
largely  by  the  end  of  1967,  substantially  higher  yields  are  in  prospect. 


1_/    Excluding  Communist  Asia. 
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Record  crops  are  forecast  for  the  three  major  producing  countries  of 
Asia — India,  Pakistan  and  Japan.    A  record  crop  is  being  harvested  in 
the  Philippine  Republic,  a  fourth  major  importing  country.  However, 
for  Asia's  exporting  countries,  conditions  have  been  less  favorable, 
A  drought  hindered  Thailand's  planting  well  into  August.    Then  rains 
reportedly  fell  in  time  for  widespread  planting  in  major  rice  areas. 
Though  the  sixe  of  the  acreage  and  prospective  yields  are  as  yet 
undetermined,  a  near-record  crop  is  forecast.    Harvests  of  Burma  and 
Cambodia  are  expected  to  exceed  last  year's  reduced  output,  but  to 
again  be  below  the  average. 

Italy  planted  its  largest  rice  acreage  in  12  years  and  high  yields  per 
acre  are  being  harvested.    Acreage  of  other  Western  European  countries 
generally  continued  to  decline  below  the  I96O-64.  average.    However,  much 
better  crop  conditions  this  year  have  resulted  in  substantially  larger 
harvests  than  in  I966,  except  in  Portugal. 

The  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe,  on  the  other  hand,  again  increased  rice 
acreage.    With  favorable  conditions,  these  countries  also  have  larger 
crops. 

Estimated  acreage  of  North  America  increased  2  percent  over  I966, 
although  that  of  the  United  States,  the  principal  producer,  remained 
at  the  same  level.    The  acreage  increases  occurred  mainly  in  Mexico 
and  Central  America.    New  record  yields  per  acre  for  the  countries, 
including  the  United  States,  are  resulting  in  substantially  larger 
harvests.    The  United  States,  with  continuing  use  of  improved  methods, 
now  accoimts  for  slightly  more  than  half  of  North  American  rice  acreage 
and  over  three-fourths  of  its  rice  production. 

Brazil,  the  major  producer  of  South  America,  plans  to  expand  rice  pro- 
duction for  export.    Peru,  Argentina,  Ecuador  and  Venezuela  also  are 
increasing  production  this  year. 

Plans  are  being  implemented  for  increasing  rice  production  in  several 
African  countries.    New  irrigation  areas  are  being  opened  and  improved 
ways  of  cultivation  applied.    Total  acreage  is  estimated  at  nearly  3 
percent  above  1966-67  and  12  percent  more  than  the  average.  Higher 
yields  than  ever  before  are  bringing  in  a  record  crop,  forecast  at  7 
percent  above  last  year. 

Australia's  growers  increased  acreage  5  percent  above  the  preceding 
year's  record  acreage.    Though  the  volume  per  acre  may  not  reach  the 
extraordinarily  high  level  of  the  last  2  years,  irrigation  water  is 
reported  sufficient  to  ensure  a  large  harvest. 
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World  rice  trade  (volume  basis)  continued  at  a  high  level  in  calendar 
year  1967,  but  at  a  pace  less  than  a  year  earlier,  in  spite  of  increased 
production.!/    Trade  in  1967  declined  around  k  percent  from  the  previous 
year,  but  was  9  percent  over  the  I96O-6U  average.    Although  production  is 
forecast  to  set  a  new  record,  world  trade  in  I968  is  only  expected  to 
slightly  exceed  that  of  1967 .    Current  high  prices,  greater  local  demand 
in  producing  countries,  and  substitution  of  other  grains  may  act  as  trade 
deterrents . 

Exports .    Rice  exports  in  I967  decreased  about  Uig  percent,  or  330,000 
metric  tons  from  I966  and  around  10  percent,  or  800,000  tons  from  the 
all  time  record  exports  of  1965.    The  I967  exports,  however,  were  1.2  percent, 
or  about  125,000  tons  over  the  I96O-6U  average. 

During  1967,  the  United  States  replaced  Thailand  as  the  largest  exporter  of 
rice.    This  was  due  to  an  increase  in  U.S.  exports  (36  percent)  and  a  decline, 
because  of  smaller  production  and  increased  domestic  demand,  in  those  of 
Thailand  (U  percent).    Other  countries  that  showed  significant  increases  in 
exports  were  the  United  Arab  Republic  (12  percent),  Cambodia  (35  percent)  and 
Italy  (92  percent).    Exports  from  the  following  countries,  however,  declined: 
Brazil  (83  percent),  Mainland  China  (12  percent),  Burma  {hi  percent),  Pakistan 
(21  percent),  Taiwan  (32  percent),  and  Singapore  (U9  percent). 


I 


1/  See  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular,  Rice  FR  1-68  for  production  statistics. 
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RICE  (MILLED  BASIS):     World  imports  by  country, 
calendar  years  1963  through  1967  and  5-year  average  1960-64 
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0 

391. 

3 

541.8 

636. 

2 

541. 

5  : 

391. 

0 

RICE  (MILLED  BASIS):     World  imports  by  country, 
calendar  years  1963  through  1957  and  5-year  average  1960-64--Continued 


Country 


1960-64 
Average 


1963 


1964 


1965 


1/ 


1966 


1/ 


1967 


:  1,000 

:  M.T. 

Europe :  : 
EEC:  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg   :  55.2 

France   :  65.5 

Germany,  West   :  148.9 

Italy   :  1.8 

Netherlands   :  68.1 

Total  -  EEC   :  339.  5 

EFTA:  : 

Austria   :  35.9 

Denmark   :  5.3 

Norway   :  5.9 

Portugal   :  10.2 

Sweden   :  12.9 

Switzerland   :  27.9 

United  Kingdom   :  107.5 

Total  -  EFTA   :  206.6 

Cyprus   :  3.3 

Finland   :  13.9 

Greece   :  4.6 

Iceland   '.  :  .3 

Ireland   :  2.4 

Total  -  Western  Europe   :  570.6 

Eastern  Europe :     3/  : 

Bulgaria   7  :  2  3.1 

Czechoslovakia   :  95.8 

Germany,  East   :  52.0 

Hungary   :  17.0 

Poland   :  72.5 

Romania   :  24.9 

U.S.S.R  :  283.0 

Yugoslavia   :  27.4 

Total  -  Eastern  Europe   :  595.7 

Total  -  All  Europe   :  1,165.3" 

Asia:  : 

Aden   :  27.  5 

Arabian  Peninsula  St  :  71.8 

Brunei   :  6.2 

Ceylon   :  49  3.8 

China,  Mainland   :  53.7 

Hong  Kong   :  402.  5 

India   :  517.5 

Indonesia   :  1,035.4 

Iran   :  10 .  l 

Iraq   :  60,1 

Israel   :  15.2 

Japan   :  223.1 

Jordan   :  21.  5 

Korea,  North   :  122  .  3 

Korea,  South   :  23.5 

Kuwait   :  10.3 

Laos   :  29.4 

Lebanon   :  16 . 7 

Macau  :  22.5 

Malaysia   :  532.1 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Is  :  82.4 

Nepal   :  17.1 

Pakistan   :  222.3 

Philippines   :  119.2 


1,000 
M.T. 


41.5 
54.2 
144,5 
3.0 
55.1 


1,000 
M.T. 


49.4 
57.5 
159.4 
3.5 
71.3 


1,000 
M.T. 


30.4 
86.3 
168.3 
1.1 
42.2 


1,000 
M.T. 


45.6 
114,7 
188.1 
11.1 
53.1 


298.4 

35.1 
6.7 
5.9 

24.1 
9.6 

29.9 
112.6 


341.2 

33.4 
6.2 
5.8 
5,3 
10,8 
22.5 
108.8 


328.  3 

39.1 
5.6 
5.9 
25.6 
11.6 
24.8 
114.6 


422.6 

38.7 
7.0 
6.0 
35.0 
11.2 
32.0 
111.9 


223.9 
3,9 
11.2 
3.3 
.3 
2.4 


192.9 
2.3 
14.7 
2.8 
.3 
2.3 


228. 
3, 
14. 
3, 


241.8 
2.8 
13.4 
3.7 
,2 
2.3 


543.4 


556.5 


581.2 


686.8 


25.3 
88.2 
30.3 
18.8 
99.2 
43.1 
193.6 
38.9 


52.0 
88.8 
26.4 
11.2 
54.9 
29.2 
353.1 
36.9 


25.9 
73.1 
40.4 
21,4 
67.2 
36.7 
237.9 
26,4 


6.9 
92,0 
62, 
4.0. 
57. 
29. 
275. 
19. 


537.4 


552.5 


529.0 


592.9 


1,080.8 


1,219.0 


1,110.2 


1,279.7 


30.9 
90.0 
4.1 
403,0 
97.1 
412.0 
481.1 
1,070.2 
6.7 
13,5 
15,2 
222,0 
22.6 
136.6 
117.2 
22.5 
38.1 
16.3 
22,1 
754,5 
92,2 
28,8 
237,1 
256,0 


31,3 
60,0 
8,8 
658,0 
76,4 
409,8 
632.8 
948.5 
3.0 
95.0 
17.9 
415.1 
21.3 
151.6 

28.9 
41.9 
17.0 
21.0 
596.8 
87.7 

119.2 
300.2 


26.0 
120.0 
7.0 

280.1 
101.8 
370.4 
726.4 
210.5 

13 
1 

17 
967 

25 
171 


24.5 
110.0 


9, 
593, 


74.0 


49, 
25, 
19, 
19, 
504, 
"100, 


59.9 
559.5 


356.7 
784.2 
301.3 

28.5 
1.0 

18.2 
811,7 

25,1 
121.0 

32.0 

46.7 
9.0 

21.6 

18.5 
311.3 

95.0 

139,8 
108,0 


1,000 
M.T. 


39.3 
149.5 
125,3 
6,2 

47,5 


367,8 


37,1 
5.4 
5. 
19. 
12. 
22. 
101. 


205, 
3, 
14, 
3, 


597.6 


6.0 
82.0 
55.0 
36.0 
65.0 
26,0 
235.0 
6.2 


511.2 


1,108.8 


34.4 
100.0 
8.5 
374.1 
77.0 
420.9 
455.2 
600.0 
8.1 
1.0 
16.2 
509,4 
30.0 
126.0 
210.0 
48.0 
18.0 
20.0 
18.0 
375.0 
90.0 

208.2 
289,4 
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RICE  (MILLED  BASIS):     World  imports  by  country, 
calendar  years  1963  through  1967  and  5-year  average  1960-64^ — Continued 


Country 

;  1950-64 

1/ 

:  1/ 

Average 

:  1953 

:  1954 

:  1965 

:  1955 

:  1957 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  M.T. 

:  M.T 

:  M.T 

:  M.T. 

:  M.T 

:  M.T. 

■ 

Asia:  (Continued) 

32 

.  3 

:  30.0 

:  30.5 

:  31 

.  7 

:         30 . 0 

:  61 

.9 

:  60 

.  0 

59.8 

:  50 

.  0 

:         60 . 0 

:  223 

.0 

OQQ 

.  0 

:  295.7 

:  255 

.  7 

:  240.0 

122  6 

:  179 

.7 

:  120 

.  3 

J.HO  .  z 

:  125 

.  0 

:  95.0 

:  20 

.6 

:  37 

.  3 

:  28.5 

:  32 

.  4 

:  20.0 

:  2 

.0 

:  28 

.  2 

9 . 9 

:  2 

.  0 

:  6.0 

:  9 

.  2 

:             .  5 

:  5 

.  4 

:             .  8 

9.8 

:  17 

.  0 

:         21 . 6 

:  20 

.  0 

:  20.0 

• 

• 

:  241,9 

:  475 

.  0 

:  749.0 

5  ,119 

.  1 

•   5 , 343 

.  3 

5 , 214 . 7 

:   5 ,168 

.  6 

:   5 , 259 . 2 

Africa: 

.7 

:  3 

.1 

4.2 

:  3 

.5 

:  3.0 

 :  1.0 

:  2 

.  2 

.8 

- 

: 

: 

3 

.  5 

:  4 

.2 

5.9 

:  3 

.6 

:  3.5 

 :  1.3 

1 

.1 

1 

.  5 

1.7 

:  1 

.5 

:  1.5 

 :  .1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

:  .1 

.2 

.1 

- 

- 

: 

 :  7.8 

8 

.7 

:  8 

.3 

12.9 

10 

.0 

:  8.0 

 :  1.0 

2 

.1 

.7 

.8 

- 

- 

 :  21.0 

31 

3 

17 

0 

22.8 

33 

.4 

45.0 

4 

.3 

5 

3 

7.0 

5 

.0 

5.0 

 :  1.1 

2 

9 

1 

7 

1.6 

7 

5 

7.5 

.  .  .  .  :  2.3 

3 

9 

2 

1 

.  5 

3 

.  3 

.  .  .  .  :  3.2 

2 

8 

4 

1 

4.4 

4 

0 

4.0 

 :  1.4 

1 

5 

4 

4 

3.5 

4 

0 

4.5 

8 

2 

9 

1 

6.8 

9 

0 

7.5 

25 

8 

38 

8 

30.1 

48 

9 

41.4 

 :  13.0 

20 

0 

25 

0 

30.0 

40 

0 

40.0 

25 

6 

58 

1 

77.  9 

83 

2 

24.1 

4 

4 

7 

2.1 

2 

0 

2.0  ' 

35 

9 

35 

2 

32.  5 

45 

3 

33.2 

7 

8 

10 

0 

11.8 

17 

1 

13.0 

3 

8 

5 

3 

78.0 

12 

8 

10.0 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

59 

7 

68 

1 

67.  2 

51 

0 

67.0 

 :  .7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 :  1.4 

2 

1 

9 

2.3 

- 

 :  1.5 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1.4 

1 

3 

1.5 

 :  2.7 

8 

2 

8.5 

9 

0 

9.0 

 :  35.8 

43 

5 

42 

9 

39.5 

40 

0 

40.0 

 :  1.4 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

.  .  .  .  : 

3 

5 

3.7 

3 

5 

3.5 

 :  1.5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1.5 

1 

4 

1.1 

 :  119.1 

100 

8 

184 

5 

179.2 

159 

3 

145.0 

3.9 

4 

1 

3 

5 

2.6 

2 

5 

2.5 

 :  22.0 

21 

2 

10 

g 

19.0 

35 

1 

30.0 

 :  6.1 

5 

9 

8 

1  : 

7.8  : 

5. 

5  : 

5.0 

59 

6 

59. 

5  : 

65.5  : 

74.5  : 

80.8 

4 

8 

5. 

7  : 

4.1  : 

4. 

8  : 

4.5  i 

10 

5 

2. 

1  : 

4.0  : 

13. 

6  : 

4.  6 

3 

0 

3. 

1  : 

2.9  : 

3. 

7  : 

2.9 

2 

9  : 

1  : 

- 

9  : 

.  5  : 

3 

4 

3. 

6  : 

9.3  : 

8. 

2  : 

8.2 

3 

1  : 

3. 

5  : 

3.1  : 

3. 

5  : 

3.5 

Zambia   

2  1 

3 

4 

3. 

5  : 

3.7  : 

3. 

5  : 

3.5  1 

Total  -  Africa   

 :       550.7  : 

545 

1  : 

549. 

9  : 

761.0  : 

754. 

6  : 

555.7 

Oceania : 

 :             .6  : 

9  : 

1. 

1  : 

1.4  : 

1. 

6  : 

1.5 

 :         10.5  : 

10. 

1  : 

13. 

4  : 

19.7  : 

17. 

9  : 

25.0 

 :          4.7  : 

5. 

5  : 

4. 

5  : 

4.7  : 

6. 

5  : 

7.0 

 :         21.8  : 

23 

2 

24. 

0  : 

28.1  : 

29. 

0  : 

25.0 

 :  3.3 

3. 

6  : 

3. 

5  : 

3.9  : 

4. 

2  : 

4.6 

 :          1.5  : 

1. 

4  : 

1. 

6  : 

2.9  : 

2. 

0  : 

2.3 

 :         42.4  : 

44. 

7  : 

48. 

2  : 

50.7  : 

51. 

2  : 

55.4 

World  Total   :   5,884.3       :  7,181.0       :  7,802.2       :   7,782.8       :  7,815.6       :  7,491.1 


1/  Preliminary. 

21    Less  than  50  metric  tons. 

3/    Based  on  actual  exports  by  originating  countries ,  intra-trade  on  calendar  year  basis ,  and  official 
estimates  by  FAO  and  FAS. 
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RICE  (MILLED  BASIS):  ,Rorld  exports  by  country  of  origin, 
calendar  years  1963  through  1967  and  5-year  average  1960-64 


1960-64 

1/ 

1/ 

Country  of  Origin 

Average 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1 ,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

M .  T . 

M.T. 

M.T. 

M.T. 

M.T. 

M.T. 

North  America: 

1,064. 

6 

1,199 

9 

1,329 

.5 

1,530 

9 

1,335.2 

1,815.4 

13. 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,078. 

2 

1,200 

1 

1,329 

.  5 

1,530 

9 

1,335.2 

1,815.4 

Central  America: 

1. 

9 

2 

.1 

- 

.1 

- 

1. 

6 

1 

7 

2 

.0 

3 

0 

6.8 

13.6 

4 

.7 

2 

5 

2/ 

.9 

5 

4 

.2 

1 

8 

.2 

2/ 

1. 

3 

1 

0 

1 

.0 

2 

2.1 

.1 

- 

1.2 

5. 

7 

3 

3 

4 

.0 

7 

5 

10.4 

14.6 

Bermuda  and  Caribbean: 

1. 

8 

1 

1 

.1 

2. 

0 

South  America: 

14. 

7 

14 

2 

6 

.6 

42 

6 

46.6 

34.1 

41. 

5 

12 

.4 

236 

4 

278.6 

47.0 

Chile   

6. 

9 

1 

1. 

5 

3 

1 

.2 

1 

.3 

4.0 

20. 

8 

33 

8 

17 

.1 

22.6 

80. 

0 

85 

3 

78 

.8 

95 

1 

109.9 

95,9 

19. 

8 

21 

7 

14 

.4 

21 

1 

20.0 

14.5 

18. 

0 

13 

6 

25 

.8 

20 

6 

44,9 

37,3 

- 

49.9 

63,1 

203. 

2 

171.8 

155 

.3 

415 

9 

572.8 

295.9 

1,289. 

1 

1,375 

2 

1,488 

.9 

1,954 

3 

1,918.4 

2,125.9 

Europe : 

EEC: 

14. 

7 

7 

8 

7 

.2 

7 

8 

6.0 

4.6 

13. 

7 

5 

8 

2 

.2 

10 

0 

6.9 

39.2 

9. 

1 

11.4 

15 

.4 

21 

7 

16.3 

21.4. 

Italy   

149. 

0 

147 

1 

68 

.6 

103 

2 

81.2 

155.8 

Netherlands   

23. 

5 

18 

7 

18 

.1 

17 

3 

16.8 

17.0 

Total  -  EEC   

210. 

0 

190 

8 

111 

.5 

160 

0 

127.2 

238.0 

EFTA: 

- 

.6 

2 

9 

2/ 

2/ 

Switzerland   

3 

3 

.  5 

5 

.9 

1.0 

Total  -  EFTA   

3 

3 

1 

.1 

3 

4 

.9 

1.0 

Greece   

4 

1 

3 

.6 

4 

9 

25.1 

9.4 

55. 

8 

41 

9 

68 

.6 

84 

0 

57.3 

109.4 

266. 

5 

192 

7 

181.8 

252 

3 

210.  5 

357.8 

Eastern  Europe:  3/ 

1. 

3 

6 

9 

41 

.8 

9 

8 

4,7 

3.5 

Czechoslovakia   

8. 

8 

4 

0 

6 

.9 

2 

1 

1.7 

.2 

Hungary   

3. 

7 

.9 

1 

4 

.  5 

9. 

7 

12 

0 

4 

.4 

3 

1 

1.5 

.5 

Yugoslavia   

5 

Total  -  Eastern  Europe   

24. 

0 

22 

9 

54 

.0 

16 

4 

8.4 

4.2 

Total  -  All  Europe   

290. 

5 

215 

6 

235 

.8 

268 

7 

218.9 

362.0 
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RICE  (MILLED  BASIS):     World  exports  by  country  of  origin, 
calendar  years  1963  through  1967  and  5-year  average  1960-6'+--Continued 


Country  of  Origin 

'.  1960-61+ 
Average 

:  1963 

:  1964 

:  1965 

:  1966 

:  196,7 

:  1, 
:  M 

DOG 
.T. 

:  1 

,000 
M.T. 

:  1 

,000 

yi.T. 

:  l,D0O 
:  M.T. 

:  1 

,000 
)<.T. 

:  1,000 
:  M.T. 

Asia: 

18 

9 

17 

.8 

19 

3 

=  18 

4 

10 

.4 

=  10 

.2 

2 

8 

- 

3 

1 

• 

_ 

•  _ 

,641 

5 

1 

,707 

.0 

1 

,411 

4 

=  1,347 

5 

■  1 

,100 

.0 

=  650 

.0 

311 

5 

373 

.7 

365 

4 

=  471 

0 

172 

.0 

=  223 

.0 

3 

2 

- 

■ 

_ 

• 

724 

6 

626 

.8 

805 

3 

■  738 

4 

1 

,197 

.0 

=  1,050 

.0 

40 

8 

22 

8 

53 

6 

:  29 

3 

28 

.7 

'•  1 

,4 

1 

2 

2 

9 

2 

5 

=  3 

0 

2 

.8 

.7 

2 

4 

_ 

1 

8 

=  9 

2 

1 

.4 

■  1 

.6 

1 

2 

1 

3 

.2 

8 

4 

_ 

5 

0 

43 

5 

72 

.0 

'■  75 

.0 

21 

4 

4 

6 

13 

3 

=  19 

0 

39 

.9 

• 

- 

- 

- 

:  25 

1 

14 

.7 

:  20 

.0 

2 

2 

5 

1 

- 

: 

85 

6 

142 

6 

42 

8 

51 

1 

30 

.9 

:  19 

,4 

21 

7 

28 

8 

23 

2 

45 

7 

40 

.0 

:  35 

.0 

124 

6 

102 

5 

163 

8 

134 

6 

213 

.1 

:  170 

.5 

4 

1 

1 

- 

- 

107 

.0 

183 

2 

223 

4 

108 

7 

183 

5 

195 

.7 

100 

.0 

77 

8 

119 

4 

127 

5 

257 

3 

177 

.7 

122 

2 

 :  1 

,483 

3 

1 

,424 

5 

1 

,924 

4 

1,875 

6 

1 

,507 

.6 

1,442 

.8 

5 

1 

0 

1 

6 

6 

2/ 

2 

3 

19 

1 

6 

9 

10 

9 

10 

0 

13 

.0 

10 

0 

Viet-Nam,  South   

189 

9 

322 

6 

48 

6 

- 

- 

- 

 :  4 

,960 

2 

5 

,128 

0 

5 

,132 

9 

5,263 

2 

4 

,816 

.9 

4,051 

3 

Africa: 

9 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

6 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1. 

9 

1 

5 

1 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2/ 

1 

30 

7 

27 

5 

27 

6 

10. 

9 

19 

6 

40 

0 

_ 

_ 

1. 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

4 

8 

5. 

3 

3. 

7 

1 

3 

3 

9 

2. 

3 

7 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

1 

4 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

0 

5 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

5 

6 

South  Africa   

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2 

7 

1. 

3 

1  • 

3 

1 

0 

3 

Togo   

1 

2 

1 

2 

306 

7 

380 

3 

526. 

7 

330. 

4 

346 

7 

400 

0 

1. 

2 

5 

353 

5 

419. 

5 

564. 

6  : 

348. 

0  : 

380 

0  • 

451. 

2 

Oceania: ' 

73 

9 

63. 

6  : 

88.  3 

63. 

6 

87 

2 

99. 

2 

73 

9  ■ 

63. 

6 

88. 3  : 

63. 

6 

87 

2  : 

99. 

2 

World  Total   

 :  6 

967. 

2 

7 

,201. 

9  : 

7,510. 

5  • 

7,897.8  : 

7 

,421. 

4  : 

7,089. 

6 



1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Less  than  50  metric  tons. 

3/  Based  on  actual  imports  by  recipient  countries,  intra-trade  on  calendar  year  basis,  and  official 

~  estimates  by  FAQ  and  FAS. 
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Imports.  World  imports  of  rice  during  196?  declined  nearly  k  percent,  about 
the  same  as  exports.  The  small  differences  in  the  export  and  import  figures 
are  due  to  statistical  discrepancies  such  as  lag  times  in  recording  data  and 
shipping  losses. 

Asia  continued  as  the  major  rice  importing  area.    Net  imports  by  the 
Asian  bloc  of  countries  increased  by  about  2  percent,  or  90,000  tons. 
Those  of  most  other  areas,  however,  declined — Africa  (13  percent).  Western 
Europe  (13  percent).  Eastern  Europe  (lU  percent).  Central  Merica  and 
the  Caribbean  (30  percent). 

Outlook  for  1968.     International  rice  trade  volume  in  I968  is  expected  to 
slightly  exceed  that  of  196?.    Although  world  production  is  forecast  at 
about  17  million  tons  over  1967 ^  the  majority  of  the  increase  (about  13 
million  tons)  is  expected  to  be  in  India — a  net  importer  of  rice.     It  is 
too  early  to  estimate  the  supplies  available  for  export  from  Thailand  and 
Burma,  traditionally  large  exporters  of  rice,  because  the  crop  will  not  be 
harvested  until  December.    The  United  States  should  retain  its  position, 
attained  during  1967^  as  the  leading  exporter  of  rice.     In  fact,  U.S.  exports 
will  likely  increase,  mainly  because  of  larger  supplies  available  for  export 
(national  rice  acreage  allotments  are  20  percent  greater  than  in  1967 ),  a 
continuing  tight  international  supply  situation,  and  increasing  world  demand. 
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WORLD  RICE  CROP  FORECAST 
IS  CLOSE  TO  RECORD 


World  rice  production  for  1968-69  ( August- July) ,  excluding  Communist  Asia, 
is  forecast  at  181  million  metric  tons  in  the  first  estimate  by  the  Foreign 
Agriciiltural  Service.    This  is  1,4-  percent  below  last  year's  record  crop, 
but  is  13  percent  above  the  1 960/61-1964-/65  average. 

World  acreage  in  rice  is  forecast  at  238  million  acres,  about  1  percent 
above  last  year's  record.    With  prospective  increases  in  all  countries 
except  South  America,  the  largest  land  increased  was  planned  in  Asia, 
although  North  America  has  the  largest  percentage  gain  in  acreage. 

Record  yields  per  acre  are  being  reported  in  all  areas  except  Asia,  where 
yields  in  some  major  producing  areas  are  below  last  year's  level. 

Total  production  in  the  Asian  countries  other  than  India  is  expected  to 
be  a  third  record  crop.     Asia's  major  exporting  countries  of  Thailand, 
Burma,  and  Cambodia  all  have  larger  production  than  last  year.  The 
Philippine  Republic,  another  major  exporter,  is  harvesting  what  is 
expected  to  be  a  record  crop.     India,  which  produces  37  percent  of 
free  Asia's  rice,  is  expected  to  have  a  7  percent  decline  from  last 
year's  record,  but  is  still  their  third  highest  producing  year. 

In  Western  Europe,  yield  is  down  from  last  year,  but  production  rose 
I.A.  percent  due  primarily  to  a  3.9  percent  increase  in  acreage. 

Production  of  the  USSR  increased  markedly  over  the  preceding  year  as 
the  result  of  record  acreage  and  yield.     Eastern  Europe  increased 
acreage  by  3.9  percent  over  1967-1968,  but  production  decreased  2.2 
percent  due  to  inclimate  weather. 
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Estimated  acreage  of  North  America  increased  by  11  percent  over  1967,  due 
mainly  to  a  20  percent  acreage  increase  in  the  United  States,  the  principal 
producer.    With  this  increased  acreage  and  also  better  yields,  total  North 
American  production  increased  by  16  percent. 

The  outlook  in  South  America  is  for  a  good  harvest,  except  in  Chile,  where 
a  severe  drought  is  expected  to  cut  production  by  about  4-0  percent.  Total 
production  is  expected  to  be  up  2  percent. 

African  production  set  a  new  record  by  nearly  1  percent  above  last  year's 
previous  high.     Crops  increased  in  main  producing  countries  as  UAR  (Egypt) , 
Sierra  Leone,  and  Guinea. 

Australia  continued  to  expand  its  rice  production  and  is  expected  to  have 
its  eighth  consecutive  record  harvest  in  1968-69  as  a  result  of  an  11 
percent  increase  in  acreage. 


